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Education Law §3614 School Funding Allocation Report

Part F - Narrative Description


Describe the local methodology/approach used to allocate funds to each school in the district during the process of budget development and implementation. If schools are allocated funds—either in part or in full—through a formula, outline the nature/mechanics of the formula and the elements impacting each school’s allocation. In addition, explain any non-formulaic elements impacting each school’s allocation. (Please note that this question asks about the district’s budget process, not about how the district completed the New York State School Funding Transparency Form.)
Amityville Union Free School District has five schools:  Northeast Elementary School, educating students in grades PreK and Kg; Northwest Elementary School, educating students in grades  1-3; Park Avenue Memorial Elementary School, educating students in grades 4-6; Edmund W. Miles Middle School, educating students in grades 7-9; and Amityville Memorial High School, educating students in grades 10-12.  The district’s configuration facilitates distribution of funds by grade level.  The program in each grade level is limited to one building affording us opportunities for more appropriately allocate funds based on the student needs.



The budget process starts in early October by analyzing the needs of all students in consultation with central and building administration and staff.  Ongoing conversations determine programs to be offered and the costs to fulfill the needs of the programs.  Staff assignments are made in order to ensure that students have access to support services that meet their needs.  These conversations continue throughout the fall and into the winter months as the line by line budget is developed.  



The district looks at all aspects of spending and providing programs for the students within the community.  We have an in district special education program to serve the needs of students with autism, which has a direct impact on increases in the budget, specifically, in staffing to provide for the needs of these students.  Our grade level configuration provides for students being housed in appropriate grade level settings where possible.  



Our ENL student population is increasing, as is our enrollment.  Student needs are at the forefront of the budget development process.  Eighty percent (80%) of our student population qualifies for free and / or reduced meals.  The budget process incorporates increases to provide support for their needs as well as provides an educational program rich in opportunities for all of our students.  



In addition to providing staff and services in all academic areas, student support is provided at all levels in literacy, ESL/ENL to assist our student population in attaining their goals.  We attribute the fluctuation in building expenditures to this level of student support.  



In early January a proposed budget document is finalized and presentations are made at board of education, community and parent meetings.  The proposed budget is adjusted throughout the process until it is adopted by the Board of Education.  The decision to provide this level of support in the buildings is supported by our community.
If applicable, is there anything unique about certain schools which explain why per pupil spending at these locations may be significantly higher/lower than the district average? 

If applicable, describe any items which the district feels are anomalous in nature and require additional description beyond the Excel entry. 


