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Dcal  Governol  Spi tzer :

I  arn u l i t ing to you o l i  behal f  o l " l 'he Gonrez Foundat ion for  Mi l l  House and the 1,04-5 ntuseunts
; rnr l  hrsto l ica l  orqur iza l ior ts  act 'oss the statc that  annual ly  prov ide except ional  educat ional

I ) f ( )gr '0nrs to 6.6 nr i l l ion schoolchi ldren -  u ' i thout  benel l t  o t 'any State Educat ion Depal tnrent
l irnrlrng support - to urge you to include in your Executive Budget $30 nll l ion to support the
( ' r r I turaI  I l t lucat ion ancl  Mr-rscur l  Act .

' l ' l tr '  
,\ct plor rt les l irrrttula-basccl l irnding to nluseull ' ls and historical societies that offel verit iablc'.

s tarr t lu l t ls-basct l  cr lucat ional  p loglamming to K-12 schoolchi ldren,  a long n i th conrpetr t ive grant

l)roqranrs tl lat pfourote scicuce and techuology l itelacy and collaborations rvith perfornring arts
org lnrzatrons.  

' l ' l ic  
Act  a lso addr.csses much-needed longi tudinal  evaluat ion of  the edLrcat ional

c l ' lcct iveness o l '  the museurr-based educat ional  p lor lanrnr inu.

Iror the past I I ) 'eals. t l ic Gontc'z Mill House has hosted site visits for apploxin"ratcly 1.200 thifd
glutle sturlents each year l iom tl ie Newbulgh school systcru and about 400 other childrcn lronr
ne;r r ' l . l  school  systcms in thc ' I luc lson \ /a l ley. ' l -hesc educat ional  v is i ts  l i r l l l l l ,  rnpar t ,  the local
h is torr  expcr . ier tce lcr lu i led b1 'Nor Yolk Statc o l 'a l l  publ ic  schools.  Our tour  of  the Gonrez Nl i l l
l l t r r r 'e  - -  the o ldest  s tanding J*r rsh du,e l l ing in  North Antcr ica (dat ing to l7 l4 and t l ie  Clo lonra l
. l c t i shn rc rc l i a r r t so fNe*  \ ' oLk .1  and la te rhon re toaRevo lu t i ona r . yWarpa t r i o tWo l l L ' r tAckc r ,a
se n l l r lu ln farnrcr ' \ \ ' i l l iant  l len ly  Armstrong.  the rcnorvned Arts  and Clraf is  paper h is lor ian and
PrPcr. rnuker  l )a l t l  l lunter . ,  and t l rc  socia l  act iv is t  (suf1 i 'aget le and c iv i l  r i_rahts author)  Margaret
( j rLrcrr ing.  - -  prov i r ies a ur icrocosr t t  o f  Ns-rv York State and Anrc-r ican h is tory and an in t roduct ion
to tlre philost-rphr und social coucclns that havc detined America since its fbuncling. 

' l 'he 
childrcn

cnt l r r rs iast ica l l l ' responcl  to  t l lc  tour ,  to  the hands on expel ience of  papermaking,  and to the
sinrpli l ied. 1,et conrplcx issues of diversity represcnted in our exhibits and our histoly. Ancl, u'hen
thul nrovc on to tjrc 4"'gruclc, they olien encouragc'tlte nexl class ol-third graders to choose us fbr'
l hc i l  s r t e  r  i s r t .  l s  l c l l .

\\ 'e ulc a smlll iustrtution l ' i t l t no private support fbr this program. Each ye-ar it gcts l iarde r to
rrn, lcr l r i tc  the cost  of 's ta l f  and matel ia ls ,  yet  we've rnainta incd th is  program to the detr iment  of
r r t l rcr  s i te  nceds bucause ue bel ieve in  i ts  nr iss ion to cducate chi ldren in  our  local  area to the
r l r rcrsc h is tor '1 'o( ' l i re  rcg ion aucl  (o the speci t ic  hrstory of  oul  s i te .  

' l 'he 
Cul tura l  Educat ion and

\ l r rse Lrnr  r \c l  r rould prov ic le an opportuni t l , to  help us det iay the r is ing costs rv i thout  cut t ing the

l)rosli lnr's outt 'eacli. Agairt. \\ 'e urge you to include in your Executive Budget the $30 mill ion for
the (  u l t rLra l  I t l r rcr t ion aur l  VIuseun.r  Act .
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