
:\O\ember 27, 2007 

The Honorable Eliot Spitzer 
Gon:rnor 
State Capitol 
,\lbany. NY 12224 

\bnud Rivera, Ph.D. 
Dc·put1 Secrc:tary for Education 
E\c'cutive Chamber 
State Capitol 
.\]b,rny, Ne\\ York 12224 

Dear Governor Spitzer: 

I am \Hit mg to you on behalf of The Gomez Foundation for Mill House and the 1,045 museums 
and lmtoric;.il orga111z.itions across the state that annually provide exception.ii educational 
programs to 0.6 1111111011 schookhildren - \\·ithout benefit of any State Education Department 
funding support - to urge you to include in your Executive Budget $30 million to support the 
Cultural Education and Museum Act. 

The· .\ct prO\ ides formula-based funding to museums and historical societies that offer verifiable, 
stallllards-based educational programming to K-12 schoolchildren, along with competitive grant 
programs that promote science and technology literacy and collaborations with performing arts 
orga111zat1ons. Tht' Act also addresses much-needed longitudinal evaluation of the educational 
t'lfect1\ eness of tilt' museum-based educational programming. 

For tht past 11 ytars, tht Gomez Mill House has hosted site visits for approximately 1.200 third 
grade studtnts each year from the l\ewburgh school system and about 400 other children from 
neMby school systems in the Jimison Valley. These educational visits fulfill, in part, the local 
h1.,tur) e·xpene·ncc required by :'iew York State of all public schools. Our tour of the Gomez Mill 
I l,1u,c -- the oldest stand111g JC\\ 1sh dwelling in l\orth America (dating to 1714 and the Colonial 
.k\\ 1,h merchant:, of New York) and later home to a Revolut10nary \Var patriot Wolfert Acker, a 
ge·ntkman former \\'illiam Henry Armstrong, the renowned Arts and Crafts paper historian and 
pap,rirnkcr Dani llunter, and th, social acti,ist (suffragette and civil rights author) Margaret 
lJrn,11i11g. -- pro\ldes a microcosm ofl'\ew York State and American history and an introduction 
tu the plulosuphy and soctal concerns that have defined America since its founding. The children 
rntlrns1astically respond to the tour, to the hands on experience ofpapermaking, and to the 
simplified. yet complex issues of diversity represented in our exhibits and our history. And, when 
the·:, l11U\C on tu till' 4'1i grade, they often encourage the next class of third graders to choose us for 
the11 site, isll. as \\ell. 

\\'e· :ire a small institution with no private support for this program. Each year it gets harder to 
Ulllkrn rite the cost of staff and materials, yet we've maintained this program to the detriment of 
,lthl'I ,ite needs ht'cause we believe in its mission to educate children in our local area to the 
d1\crsc lustory of the region and to the specific history of our site. The Cultural Education and 
\I use·um Act \\ uuld prO\ ide an opportunity to help us defray the rising costs without cutting the 
program's outreach. Again, we urge you to include in your Executive Budget the $30 million for 
the· l 'ultural hlue·atiun and :\1useum Act. 

'• 

Ruth K. Abr.ih:ims. Ph.D. 
L\e'UltlVt' Dtre'C!Or 
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