New York State Division of the Budget
Town Hall Hearings

Achieving Balance through Prioritization

“We need to balance the need for Government to do more with the ability of
taxpayers to bear the tax burden and for businesses to remain competitive.”

Governor Eliot Spitzer, October 2007

New York State Division of the Budget

Public Hearings in Preparation for the 2008-09 Budget

New York State faces a difficult budget challenge in the fiscal year beginning April 1, 2008.
The Division of the Budget has projected a significant budget deficit because of weakness in
tax revenues resulting in part from problems on Wall Street. Governor Eliot Spitzer has asked
the Division of the Budget to conduct a series of public hearings to present the challenges the
State faces in the 2008-09 budget and get public input on spending needs and priorities to
assist in making budget decisions.

The New York State Director of the Budget, along with other decision makers responsible for
crafting the Executive Budget that the Governor will present to the Legislature in January, is
inviting testimony from residents of various areas of the State at the following locations and
times:

Buffalo Saturday, November 17 Buffalo Museum of Science
10-1

Rochester Saturday, November 17 University of Rochester Medical
3-6 Center

Syracuse Tuesday, November 27 Common Council Chambers
1-4

Utica Tuesday, November 27 SUNY IT, Marcy
6-9

Brooklyn Thursday, November 29 Brooklyn Borough Hall
4-7 Ceremonial Courtroom, 2™ Floor

Long Island Friday, November 30 H. Lee Dennison Office Building,
10-1 Hauppauge

Those interested in offering testimony at the event are asked to please register in advance.
Participants wishing to comment who are not pre-registered will be accommodated, as time allows,
on a first-come, first-served basis.

For more information visit www.budget.state.ny.us or call 518-473-3885
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