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Attachment C

New York State Office of Real Property Services
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET

Program: Slate Rales - Egualizalion Rales (Dala Collection; Makel Analysis; Data Analysis and Review; and Calculalion) Par 1

Mandate:
Section 202(b)} of the RPTL mandates tha establishment of slate equalization rales and Adicle 12 of the RPTL contains additional mandates regarding

how and when equalization rates are established.

Mandated Funding Level:
None

Brief Description/History/Background:

State equalization rales measure the level of assessment in each cily and fown each year. The major uses of these rates Include the apportionment
of taxes by school districts and counties, the determination of state ald lo education, the determination of various exemplion amoinis and the use by
taxpayers {o show inequilies in assessments, n municipalties that are conducting reassessments the establiskmen of egualization rales are based
on ratio siudles and the review of the market analysis done by the jocal assessor. In municipatilies that are rot conducling reassessments the
establishment of equalization rales are based on ralio studies and the appraisal of a sample of propedies within the municipatity. The first State
equalizalion program was eslablished in 1853 and the funclion was moved to this agancy's predecessor in 1949, The first rales were established by
that body in 1954,

The four major components of the egualization rate process are: 1) Dala Collection - the colleclion, review, processing ard analysis of assessment rofl
and saies dala for use in the equalization program. 2) Market Analysis - the review of the real estate marke! dala o estimate the market value of each
of the approximalely 1,000 assessing units, 3} Dala Analysis and Review - the sharing of data with local governments and the review of data
submitied by local governments prior lo the establishment of equalization rales, 4) Caleulation - the administration of the rate process including the
establishment of tentalive equalizalion rates, the compiaini review procass and (he establishment of final equalizalion rates.

Issues: :

There are-approximately 1,000 assessing units in the state and the median number of parcels In an assessing unil is approximately 2,060, 1t is difficull 1o accuralely
delermine the equalization rates in municipalities that have a small number of parcels and few property sales. In addilion, In municipaliies thai are no! conductirg a
reassessment, ORPS has the added expense of conducting appralsals of individual parcets, We could reduce our costs § more municipalities joined together to
form targer assessing units and if they conducted reassessments on al least a perindic basis,

Popuiation Served:
Local taxing jurisdictions for use in apporiioning taxes, the Education Depariment for use in determining stale 2id and taxpayers for

use in showing assessment inequilies,

Performance Measures:
Establishmerit of equalization rales at least 30 days prior o the levy of taxes. The percentage of equalization rates thal are equat fo the level of
assessment claimed by the assessor. The number of equalization rales established,

CibDocuments and SettingsibdryaniLocal Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content CusllookMGFVYHH2UStte Rates - Equalization Rates Part 1 {Equalization Roles).xis



Attachment C

New York State Office of Real Propertly Services
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET

Program: Slate Rates - Equalization Rales (Dsle Colleclion; Make! Analysis; Data Analysis and Review; and Calcuialion) Parl 1

Mandate:
Section 202(b) of the RPTL. mandales the esiablishment of slate egualization rales and Arlicle 32 of the RPTL conlains additional mandates regarding
how and when equalization rales are eslablished.

Mandated Funding Level:

None

Brief Description/History/Background:

State equalization rates measure lhe level of assessment in each cily and lown each year. The major uses of these rales intlude the apporiionment
of taxes by schop] districis and counlies, the determination of state aid to education, the determination of various exemption amounis and the use by
taxpayers {o show inequilles in assessments. in municipalives thal are conducting reassessments the esiablishment of equalization rates are based
an ratio sludies and the review of the market analysis done by the local assessor, In municipalities that are no! conducting reassessmenis the
astablishment of equalization rates are based on ralic siudies and the appraisal of a sample of properiies within the municipality. The first Stale
equatization program was established in 1859 and the funclicn was moved {p this agency's predecessor in 1948, The firs rales were established by
that body in 1854.

The four major components of the egualization rate process are: 1) Data Coflection - the coliection, review, processing and anaiysis of assessment roll
and sales data for use in the equalization program. 2) Marke! Analysis - the review of the real eslate markel data io estimale the market value of each
of {he approximalely 1,000 assessing units. 3) Data Analysis and Review - the sharing of data with local governments and the review of dala
submilted by local governments prior fo the esiablishment of equalization rates. 4) Calculation - the adminisiralion of the rale process Including the
establshment of tenlative egualization rates, the complaint review process and the establishment of final equaiization rates.

Issues:

There are:approximately 1,060 assessing units in the state and the median number of parcels in an assessing unit is approximately 2,000, 1t is dificult lo accurately
delermine the equalization rates in municipalities that have a small number of parcels and few properly safes. In addilion, in municipalilies thal are nol conducting a
reassessment, ORPS has the added expense of conducting appraisals of individuat parcels. We could rediice our costs if more municipallies joined together {o
form larger nssessing uniis and if they conducted reassessments on al least a periodic basis.

Population Served:
Local taxing jurisdictions for use in apportioning laxes, the Education Depariment for use In determining stale aid and taxpayers for
use In showing assessment inequities,

Performance Measures:
Eslablishment of egualization rates at leas! 30 days prior {o the levy of 1axes, The percentage of equalization rates that are equal o the level of
assessment ciaimed by the assesser. The number of equalization rales estabiished.

C\Documents nnd Setingsihdryaniiocal Setlings\Yemporary infernet Files\Content Catlapk\1GFVYHR2AS 1ale Roles - Equalization Rates Pan 1 (Eruaiizalion Rales).xis




Attachment C

New York State Office of Real Property Services
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET

Program: Stala Rales - Equalization Rales {inc. Residenlial Assessment Ratlos) Panl 2

Mandate:
Seclion 738 of the RPTL mandates the establishment of residential assessmen! ratios (RAR).

Mandated Funding Level:

None

Brief Description/History/Background:

Section 738 of the RPTL requires ORPS 1o establish a residential assessment ratio (RAR) for every assessing unil. The RAR represents the ratio of assessed
vatug to markel vaiue for residenlial property in a municipality. The RAR can be used be owners of residential properly as evidence in chalienging their
assassments. The RAR is needed because in some municipalities the fevel of assessmen! for residential property Is significantly lower than the overall level
of assessmenl in the municipalily, The RAR law was enacled in 1981 and was modified in 2008 {o change how the RAR is calculated. It is now the level of
assessment of residential properiy usad in the calcuialion of the stale equalization rale.

Issues:

Seclion 305 of the RPTL requires that all real property in each assessing unit shall be assessed at a uniform percenfage of value. I every municipality in the
state was In compliance with section 305, we would nol need residential assessment ratins, We should encourage every municipalily fo be in compliiance
with seclion 305.

Population Served:
Dwners of residential properties for use in grieving thelr assessments.

Performance Measures:
Establishment of residential assessment ratios al ieast 60 days prior to lenlative rofl dale,

Ci\Daotuments and Sellings\btryanilocal SettingsiTemporary inlermet Flies\Content Qullook\ BFVYHB2\S ot Rales - Equalizolion Rates Pant 2 (Residentia! Assessmant Ratios)xds
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Attachment C

New York State Office of Real Property Services
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET

Program: State Rates- Appraisals

Mandafe:
Section 202(b) of the RPTL mandates the esteblishment of state equalization rates,

Mandated Funding Level:
None

Briel Description/History/Background:

State equalization rates measure the level of assessment in cach city and town each year. In municipalities that are not conducting.rcasscssmenu;, one of the
methedoiogies used to establish equalization rates is o statistice sample of parcels using appraisals, ORPS visils non-reassessment communities and values
specific purcels identified in the statistical sampling. This estimate of full value is compared to assessed values to determine the equalizatios rate. The increase
in the number of municipalities corducting reassessments has helped to reduce the number of nppraisals needed.

Issues:

The number of individua! parcel appraisals has decreased with the advent of the annual renssessment program, However, each year, ORPS still conducts
appraisals for opproximately 4000 parcels out of the over 5.5 million parcels in New York State. These apprisals are completed annually for approximately
20% of the States assessing units. In addition, appraisals of over 4600 Noa-Forest Taxsble State Owned Land parcels are completed periodically,

Population Served:

Local taxing jurisdictions for use in apportioning taxes, the Education Depariment for use in determining state aid nnd for taxpayers for use in showing
assessrnent inequities.

Performance Measures:

Appraisals are completed in time to establish equalization rates at Jenst 30 days prior to the levy of taxes

CiADecuments and Setlingsibdryant_ocal SellingsiTemporary Inlemed Files\Content.Oullook s6FVYHIRASIate Riles- Appralsils x5




At'tachme_nt Cc

New York State Office of Real Property Services
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET

Program: Siate Rates - Other Rales/Ratios Part 1 {Apportionment Raies)

Mandate:
Section B47 of the RPTL mandates the establishment of apportionmant rates for the apportionmant of counly taxes and seclion 1316 of the RPTL mandales
the establishment of apportionment rales for the apporlionmenl of schooi taxes.

Mandated Funding Level:
None

Brief Description/History/Background:

Seclions B47 and 1316 of the RPTL provide an optionai alternative method for apportioning texes in school districts and counties thal conlain a large properly
that is assessed al a significantly different level of assessment than olher property in the municlpalify. Without the use of apporlionment rates, this situation
may lead fo disparitles in the apportionment of taxes. For example, if a fown contains & large properly and assesses il at a significantly higher percentage of
value than other praperly in the lown, school taxes on homes within the town will tend to be lower than school laxes on comparable hemes In other towns in
the same taxing jurisdiction. The objective of these [aws is to give the faxing jurisdiction the ability to eliminate these disparitias among the non-large
propefiies, so that comparable properies within the taxing jurisdiction pay similar amounts in taxes, The law reguires ORPS to establish these apportionment
rates and then gives lhe local laxing jurisdiclion the option to usa the rales in the apporionment of taxes. In 2007 we established apporiionment rales for 28
‘municipalilies. in 2007 there were no school disiricts and no counties that opted fo use the apportionment rates. These laws were enacted in 2002,

Issues:

1) Seclion 305 of the RPTL requires thaf ali real property in each assessing unil shall be assessed gl a uniform percentage of value. Apportionmeni rates are
only establishaed when a municipality is significantly over-assessing or under-assessing a large properly. If every municipality in the state was in compliance
with section 305, we would not need fo establish any appodienmen! rates. 2) in 2007 there were no schoo! districls and no counlies tha! opled 1o use the
apporionment rales. Based on ilerns 1 and 2 we should consider repealing seclions 847 and 1316 of the RPTL.

Population Served:
Local govemment (approximately 30 school districts and 15 counties - the number vary by year based on assessmenl praclices} and taxpayers In these taxing
Jurisdictions.

Performance Measures:
Estabiishmenl of apporionment rate within 5 days of eslablishrment of final State equalization rates.

CiAbpcuments and Sellings\bdryan\local Setings\Temporaty Intemet Fliss\ContenLOuliookWIBFVYHHZ2\S1ate Rates - Olher Rates and Raoties Part 1 (Apperdionment Rales).xis




Aftachment C

New York State Office of Real Property Services
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET

Program: Sfale Rates - Olher Rales/Ratios Parl 2 (Segment Rales)

Mandate:
Section 1230 of the RPTL mandales the establishment of segmenl rates for 10 specific school districls for use In the aid lo education formula and seclion

1314{2} of the RPTL mandales 1he establish of segmenl rates for school tax appertionmerd,

Mandated Funding Level;
None

Brief Description/History/Background:

Seclion 1230 requires ORPS ‘o esiablish segment rates for 10 specific school districts. These rates are used inslead of the State equalization rate to
delerming the tolai vaiue of propery in the school district for use in the stale aid lo educalion formuta. These rales are needed because histerically the level
of assessment in lhese school dislfict segments are al a higher level than the municipal-wide level of assessment. Section 1314(2) allows any laxpayer (o
request a segment rale if they can show that the level of assessmanl in a school district segment is significanfiy different than the municipal-wide ievef of
assessment. Ina typical year we receive requests Jor segmenl rates for approximalely 5 fo 10 schoot district segments. In 2008 we received requests for 7
school district segments and ORPS eslablished segment rates for 5 of these segments.  Section 1230 was enacted in 1852 and was amended in 2006 {o
add an additional schoof district. Section 1314 was enaclad in 1858,

Issues:

Seclion 305 of the RPTL requires thal all rea! properly in each assessing unif (excluding Massau County and New York city} shall be assessed al a uniform
perceniage of value. Segmenl rates are only needed when the fevel of assessment in a schob! disirict Is significantly different than the municipal-wide tevel
of assessment. Il every municipalily In the siale was in compliance with section 305, we would not need to establish any segment rates. We should
encourage every municipality 1o be in compliance with section 305 so that we can repeal sections 1230 and 1314(2) of the RPTL.

Population Served:
Local government (appreximately 15 schoo! districts - the number vary by year based on assessment practices) and taxpayers in these school districts. The
Stale Educalion Depariment.

Performance Measures:
Establishment of segment rates pursuanl to section 1230 within 30 days of establishment of final slale equatizalion rates and establishment of segment raies
pursuant 1o seclion 1314(2) at leasl 30 days prior lp school fax fevy.

C:\Documents and Settingsibdryanitoeal SetiingsiTemporary Inlemet Files\Conlenl. OutlockVIBFVYHM2\Sate Rates - Other Rales and Ralios Pant 2 {Segment Rales).xls



Attachment C

New York Siate Office of Real Property Services
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET

+

Program:  State Rates - Olher Rates/Ratios Part 3 (Special Ratios}

Mandate:
Addicle 12A of the RPTL mandates the establishment! of special ratios for the Big 5 cities (Buffalo, New York, Rochesler, Syracuse and Yonkers) and Arlicle

12B of the RPTL mandales the establishment of speclal ratios for cily schogi districts.

Mandated Funding Level:

None .

Brief Description/History/Background;

Special ratios are astablished {or the Big 5 cities for use in computing constitutional tax and debt limils. Spectal ratios are established for the city schoal
districts for use in computing constilutional debt limits. Special ralios are a se! of five ratios that measure the value of propenty in a municipality as of five
different valuation dates. Prior to the law requiring the eslablishmeni of special ratios, tax and debt limils were determined using stale equalizalion rales that
are based on propery values at a single point in time. Because the speclal ratlos are based on five different valuation dales, they are less likely to result in
rapid increases or decreases in eslimates of property values and therefore tax and debl limits. The legislation mandating special ratios was enacted in 1968,

Issues:
There are simpler and less coslly methods (o avoid fluclualion in lax and debt fimits that would nol require ORPS lo establish special ratios, Any change to
the law would impact the Big 5 clties and cily school districls and would probably face scrutiny from these focal governments,

Population Served:
Local gevernment {5 cilies and 70 schooi districts).

Performance Measures:
Establishmeni of special ratios at ieasl 120 days prior {o lhe start of the fiscal year for the city or city schoel district,

Cibotuments and Sailtings\bdryaniLocal Setlings\Temporary Intemet Files\Centenl. DullockM GFVYHH2Z\SIsle Rates « Other Rates nnd Ralles Port 3 {Spacial Ratinshads



Attachment C

New York State Office of Real Property Services
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET

Program: State Rales - Olher Rales/Ratios Part 4 (Village Rates)

Mandate:
Sectior: 202(b) of the RPTL mandales the eslablishmen of state egualization rates and Arlicle 12 of the RPTL contains addilional mandales regarding
how and when equalization rates are established.

Mandated Funding Levek
None

Brief Description/History/Background:

Villages in New York State are Incated within towns, The fowns are responsible for developing assessed values for every parcel within thelr
municipality and producing an assessment roll. Villages have the option of using the town assessment roll to levy taxes or to creale their own
separate and distinct assessmenl roll. Approximately 75 percent of the villages in New York Stale have opled lo use the fown assessmentroll fo levy
{axes. The olher 142 vilages have decided lo be assessing unils. In thase 142 villages the propedy owner has both a village assessment and a lown
assessment, ORPS is required to establish stale equalization rales for the 142 villages that have opled to be assessing units.

Stale equalization rates for villages measure the level of assessment in each village assessing unil each year, The major uses of these rales include
the determination of special franchise assessments, the determinalion of cerlain exemplion amours, the delerminalion of tax limits and the use by
laxpayers to show inequilies in assessments, The first Slale equalization program was established in 1858 and the function was moved 1o this
agency's predecessor in 1949, The first rales were established by that body in 1954,

Issues:
The 142 villages tha! prepare assessmen! rolis are duplicating the work that Is performed by the lown. f these 142 viliages opled lo use the town essessment £oil
then ORPS would npl need fo eslablish egualization rale for these villages,

Population Served:
The 142 viliages that opted lo be assessing unlis.

Performance Measures:
Establishment of final equalization rates prior to the levy of faxes.

C:ADocuments and Seltngs\bdiysnioes! Seitings\Temporary intemet Files\Content, OulloolViIEFVYHHAS e Rates - Qlhar Rates snd Rotos Part 4 {Vitage Rales)xls



Attachment C

New York State Office of Real Property Services
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET

Program: Slale Assessments - Stale Owned Land Assessment Approvals

Mandate:
Seclion 404, 532, 533, 534, 536, 542, 545 RPTL
Sections 15-2115 and Tile 3, Article 49, Envizonmaniai Conservation Law

Mandated Funding Level:

None.

Brief Description/History/Background:

The praclice of taxing Slale land in New York began in 1886, when legisiation permiiting taxalion of slale-owned land In the Adirondack and Catskili reglons
was enacted, Since then, {axabie status has been extended {o other types of land throughout the slale. Section 404 of the RPTL stales that lands owned by
the Stale are generally exempt from taxation. However, ceriain lands owned by the Stale are laxable for specific taxing purposes in accordance with various
sections of the Real Property Tax Law and Environmental Conservation Law.

Staff reviews new acquisitions of Stale land and delermines whather ihe properly s taxabie or exempt In accordance wilh statute. - Sfalf is also required lo
provide a tist of taxable Slaie land to each municipalily en an annual basis {currentiy 477 municipatities). Locally defermined assessments of taxabie State
land are reviewed and approved by ORPS annually. If siafi finds that slale pwned land is being over-assessed, a grievance will be filed in order to profect the
State's interest, Staff will alsc recommend whether judicial review of the assessmenls is also appropriate. Staff makes a determination of over-assessment
based on the valuation of both forest and non-forest property by regicnal staff. In tha case of forested property, staff provides their values lo assessing unils
upon reques!.

The Office of Real Properly Services is also responsible for delermining the taxable slalus of conservation easernents as well as the eslablishment of any
transition assessments and Adirondack Park or River Regulating District aggregate addilional assessments.

¥
Issues:

" New York State paid approximately $173 million in property taxes on the 2007 assessment roll, The decision by Judge Walker in Dillenberg v. Pataki (Nov,
2007) found ineguities in the current statutory approach 1o whether Stale owned land Is taxabls or not. The supervisor of the Town of Arkwright challenged the
constitutionality of various NYS statutes relaled to whelher the State pays laxes or not en land i owns. The courl recognized that lhere is a disparily in taxes
Imposed upon State-owned lands Jocated in some municlpalities but not on the same lype of property located in others. The court further found that there is
no ralionat basis for the differend ireatment and “permanently enjoined Defendants, their agents and employees, from paying laxes and/or payments in lieu of
taxes on Stale-owned fand to counties, municipalilies, schooi districls or speclal districts In some communities in New York Stale while not paying taxes on
State-owned land similarly situsled eisewhere in New York State.” The order is slayed pending appeal, which the Attorney General has filed. The Court's
dacision relative o the appeal may have a dramatic impact on the amount of taxes pald by New York Stale as weil as the workload of the unil responsible for
administering the State Land program.

Population Served:
New York SBlate (as a taxpayer), Local governmaent officials and taxpayers.

Performance Measures:
in 1897 New York State's projecied fax payments on Slale owned fand was $84,797,287. Ten years laler, the projected lax payments
are $173,234,914 - an increase of B4%. '




Attachment C

New York State Office of Real Property Services
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET

Program; State Assessments - Special Franchise Assessments

Mandate:
RPTL Section 202 {(a), RPTL Ardiclz 6

Mandated Funding Level:
The special franchise program is self funding. All costs are charged back 1o the owners of special franchise property.

Brief Description/History/Background:

For over 100 years, ulility property located in the public right of way has been subject to a Special Franchise Assessment, The annual assessment of special
franchise is the responsibiliiy of the Stale Board of Real Properly Services, and the preparation of special franchise full values/assessments for the Board is a
function of State Valustion Services {SVS). The assessmenl process requires the acquisilion of valuation data principatly from the owners of the franchises,
assessors and reguiatory agencies. Data s valued and analyzed to compute the speciai franchise, both the right to occupy the pubiic right of way ant the
tangiblz reat propery. Annually ORPS certifies approximalely 6,500 special franichise values to over 1100 municipalilies and 200 companies with a market
value in excess of $34.9 billion dollars. ORPS’s working relationship with Local Government and Special Franchise Owners has reduced the number of
complaints filed.

Issues:
Valuation of CATV & Telecommunicalion property, Lack of enforcement of filing invenlory requirements, curren! and potential future litigation

Population Served:
Local Government ( {statewide) / laxpayers (utilily companies}

Performance Measures:
Finat Special Franchise Assessments/ full values delfivered 30 days before tentative roll dale.
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Attachment C

New York Siate Office of Real Properly Services
PROGRAM iINFORMATION SHEET

Program;  Stale Assessmenls - Railroad Ceilings

Mandate:
RPTL Section 202 {m}; RPTL Aricle 4, Tilles 2A & 2B

Mandated Funding Level:
The railroad ceiling program is self funding. Ali costs associaled with the program are charged back te the owners of railroad transporiation property.

Brief Description/History/Background:

QRPS compules a railroad celling for all raliroad lranspoertation property, in each assessing unit, where properly is located. The ceiling is the maximum
amouni of assessed vaiue that can be used when levying taxes on raliroad lransporiation property. The diffarence between the State's established ceiling
and the locally dafermined assessment is the exemplion. In practice, most assessors do nol independently value rallroad property, bl rather they assess the
property using the actual celling values. Local Governments in most cases [ack inventory and the technical knowledge and experience to value raiiroad
transporalion properties. Each assessmenl roll ORPS cerifies approximately 420 Railroad Ceilings with a estimated markel value over §1.5 billion dollars.

issues:
2009 Raliroad Ceilings will see a substantial decrease in values due 1o the Railroad infrastructure Azl of 2002

Population Served:
Local Govermnment ( 400 cities/towns ) laxpayers (Railroad Cwners)

Performance Measures:
Final Rallroad Cailings delivered 30 dales before Tentative Roll Date. 89% of Railroad Ceilings met the perfermanse standard.
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New York State Office of Real Property Services
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET

Program: State Assessments - Oil & Gas Assessment Ceilings

Mandate:
Title 5 of Aricle 5 Section 594

ilandated Funding Level: .
The oif & gas program Is seffl funding. All costs are charged back to i and gas progucers.

Brief Description/History/Background:

Arficte § of the Real Properly Tax Law (RPTL} provides a uniform, statewide mathod of valuing oil and gas producing properties for real properly tax purposes,
it mandates the assessment of bif and gas properlies in production separalely from all other interests in the properly {e.g., land, buildings). ORPS is
responsible for determining and certifying the appropriate unit of production value for use in the assessment of ol and gas rights. ORPS annually establishes
these unlls of production values and certifies them lo assessors for use in assassing oil and gas economic units, For oil, the unil of production value is a
doltar amoeunt per barrel (bbl} of ol produced. For gas, the unil of production value is a dollar amount per 1,000 cubic feet (mcl) of gas produced. With interest
in exploration of the Marceltus Shale and Trenion Black River, the annuat production’in Mew York Stale has increased the program's awareness because of
this interest in gas expicration.

issues:
Lack of filing inventory requirements Lack of
uniformily in assessment of Oif & Gas Properiies i done by Local Government

Population Served:
Local Government / Taxpayers {Oif & Gas Producers)

Performance Measures:
Final Oif & Gas Unil of Production Vaiues eslablished 60 days before Tenfative Roll Date.
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New York Siate Office of Real Property Services
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET

Program:  State Assessments - Agricultural Assessment Cellings

Mandate:
Article 25AA Agriculture and Markets Law also known as the Agricutiural Districts Law.

Mandated Funding Level:
Nona

Brief Description/History/Background: _

This law was enacted in 1971. The responsibilities of administering the agriculiural assessment program include computing
agricultural assessment values and annually certifying them to assessors. A visible component of the Agricultural Districts Law
of the Depariment of Agriculture and Markets, agricultural assessments provide property tax relief to farmland in areas where
nonagricultural pressures cause land to be valued higher than the agricultural assessment value. Grounded in the state's
constitution, the program contributes to the State's overall policy of maintaining a strong, competitive economic climate for New
York State's agricultural industry.

Issues:
Cornell University has completed a preliminary study on general fann valuation, a continuation of that study will be sought next

fiscal year.

Population Served:
Local Government (B00 +/- citiesftowns) and taxpayers (agricultural fandowriers- 66,000 parcels or about 5 million acres
exemption value $4.8 billion)

Performance Measures:
Agricuitural Assessment Values are computed annually and cerfified to assessors to be used in their exemption calculation by

January 1.
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Attachment C

New York State Office of Real Property Services
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET

Program:  Reassessment Support - General Support

Mandate:

Section 202 {e} RPTL siates that the State Board shall have the general supervision of the function of assessing throughout the
state, and Section 202 {f) states in part that the State Board shall advise and assist assessors and other officials whose duties
relate 10 assessments.

Mandated Funding Level:
None.

Brief Description/History/Background:

This program involves the functions performed by ORPS to help local governments prepare for, and complele, real property
reassessment projects, ORPS staff have skills in the areas of public relations, project planning, contractor relations, parcel
inventory data collection, technical software necessary to value parcels and administer the property tax, parcel! valuation,
reassessment processes, ete. ORPS has been consuiting with and building the capacity of local governments to perform these
critical functions since the Assessment Improvement Act in the 1970's. The reassessments themselves are important for the
equitable distribution of the real properly tax, and provide vital data to ORPS that is necessary to keep the costs of our other
statutory programs under control {such as the State Equalization Rate pragram).

Issues:

Over time ORPS has moved from a model of direct involvement where we performed some of the reassessment funclions
directly, to a model where we consult with the local governments to help them manage ihe reassessment project or help them
build their internal capacity to complete further reassessments in the future. Also, there is no statutory mandate for periedic
completion of reassessment. For these reasons there is great variation across the State in the level of assessment equity
achieved by local governments. This is all occurring in an environment of strained resources and limited access to the expertise
needed to effectively provide faimess to laxpayers,

Population Served:

Taxpayers of the State, inctuding individual citizens and businesses. Local governments that rely upon the real property tax,
including the counties, cities, towns and school districts. Various State agencies that ultimately use assessments, in

conjunction with equalization rates, for a variety of fiscal measures and formulas (e.g. - School Aid, Municipal revenue sharing,
tax and debt limits). : :

Performance Measures:

50.6%  Percentage of Assessing Units completing a reassessment within the last three years.
Number of Assessing Units completing a reassessment:

2008 335 2004 372 2000 183
2007 326 2003 335 1999 107
2006 338 2002 316 1998 143
2005 329 2001 265 : 1997 102

86% Customer Satisfaction Rating {Reassessment Support)




Attachment C

New York State Office of Real Property Services
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET

Program: Reassessment Support - Advisory Appratsals

Mandate;
RPTL Section 1544 State Advisory Appraisals Service

Mandated Funding Level:
None

Brief Description/History/Background:

The advisory appraisal program was founded as a service (o local governments with the enactmen! of the assessment improvement egislation of 1870;
Adicle 15-A section 1544 of {he Real Properly Tax Law. il requires the Office of Rea! Properly Services to provide advisory appraisals upon request for
taxable public wility properlies and other highty complex properiies that meet cerlain raquirements. Though the property lax is purely 2 local tax, by its
pervasiveness and size of coliections, it is a key componant of the Bilate-local fiscal refationship. Bacause bolh the Siate and local governments have a slake
in the fair administralion of the tax, the 1970 Act sought to buiid capacity in both levels of governmen!. The State was {o have a role in providing specialized
technical advice o ocal governments that their own resources would not allow them to olherwise obtain. Annually ORPS provides approximately 1,800 utility
appraisals and 39 Industrial appraisats to 330 reassessment communilies. For {he past 3 assessment rolls, bocat governments used over B5% of ORPS
estimates of marke! vaiue. This aliowed ORPS lo accepl the Class D eslimate for 87% of the 338 municipalilies. For the rernainder of the 13% , ORPS was
able to accept the municipality's overall staled LOA.

Issues:
Defense of Advisory Appraisais for Local Government In case of litigation. For 2010 New York Cily has requested ulility advisory appraisals

Population Served:
lL.ocal Government (300-350 citiesllowns) and {axpayers {utility companies}

Performance Measures:
Delivery no tater than March 1, 60 days before Tentative Roli Date , Survey Local Governments each cycle for use of Advisory Appraisals (over 95%

acceptance by local govemments)

ChDocuments and Seltings\bdryant, ocal Settings\Temporary intemed Files\Centert Dullook\tEFVYHH2\Advisory Appraisals.xls




Attachment C

New York State Office of Real Property Services
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET

Program: RPS (Reat Property System) Compuler System Development and Suppor

Mandate:

Seclion 202(e) of the RPTL stales that the Slate Board shall have genaral supervision of the funclion of assessing throughout the stale, section 202 (f) stales
in parl that the Slate Board shall advise and assist assessors and other officials whose dulies relate {o assessments, and seclion 202 {g) slates thal the State
Board shall furnish assassors with such information and instructions as may be necessary or proper fo aid thern In making assessmerids,

Mandated Funding Level:
The law aliows us to charge lhe users of RPS (cities, fowns, wliages and counties) the cos! for developing and maintaining the syslem. We currently collect
approximately $1 million in fees from the local users each year.

Brief Description/History/Background:

The agency has developed and supporls a computer software syslem known as lhe Real Properly System {RPS) thal is used by approximately 85 percent of
the local governments in the Slate for use in assessment administration. RPS offers local governments a uniform means of producing mandated assessment
products, including essessment rolls, tax bilis, tax cotlection documenis and assessment change notices, In addilion, the RPS system offers a means for
maintaining the inventory information for ail properties in @ muricipalily, a system for undertaking a mass appraisal of properties and limited GIS capabliities.
As an inlegrated statewide systern, RPS also allows ready access by the agency (o local assessment dala, including parcel invenlory records and sales and
this allows ORPS fo perform ifs other functions with greater efficiency.

The agancy's responsibililies with RPS are split between 1) the development and mainlenance of compuler syslem code that maintains and enhances the
funclioning of the syslem; and 2) the support of the iocal users of the system, inciuding tratning users, answering questions and assisling users operate the
syslem. '

Issues:

The current version of RPS has been in usa for ning years and Is becoming more expensive fo malntain and suppord. The currenl version was designed for
individual desktop user in a stand-alone envirenment, We should siant expioring the possibility of developing & new web based version of RPS that wili
promeie consolidation of processing.

Population Served:
Taxpayers of the Slate, including individual cluzens and businesses. Local governments thal rely upon the real proparly tax, including the counties, cities,
towns and schoo! districts. Various Stale agencies thal use the assessment dala, including the Depariment of Tax and Finance for use in the Middie Class

STAR rebate program,

Performance Measures:
Annuai release of the updated version of RPS by January 31,
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New York Slate Office of Reat Property Services
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET

Program:  Local Support - Regional Support

Mandate:

Section 202 (e} RPTL states that the State Board shall have the general supervision of the function of assessing throughout the
state, and Section 202 (f) states in part that the State Board shall advise and assist assessors and other officials whose duties
relate to assessments.

Mandated Funding Level:
None.

Brief Description/History/Background:

This program involves services provided by Regional staff to help build and maintain the capacity of the local assessment
community. This involves training in the day to day functions that an assessor is required to perform involving topics such as
public relations, dealing with the municipal governing body and BAR, exemplion processing, filing of the assessment and fax
rolls, inventory collection, sales corrections, techrology issues, etc. This also involves working with the local assessment
community to analyze and agree upon market conditions and the locat level of assessment (LOA) which is ulimately used fo
determine equalization rates and reduce equalization rate complaints. Many of theses tasks are performed by regional
Customer Relationship Managers {CRMs), the face of ORPS, This program discription does not involve support and training
regarding RPS sofiware, and does not involve support for local reassessment projects, as these two functions are included in
other proaram area descrintions.

Issues:

There is a constant turnover of assessment community officials, annual legisiative changes impacting the assessment function,
continuing changes in technology, moving market places that cause assessments {c be adjusted, and increased pressure on
the real property tax as a funding source. All of these issues manifest themselves in the need for ORPS staff to provide
consulting services to local governments, (o keep the property tax functioning. ORPS has done a tremendous job in recent
years of providing these services in an environment of strained resources.

Population Served:

Taxpayers of the State, including individual cilizens and businesses. l.ocal governments that rely upon the real property tax,
including the counties, cities, tewns and schoaol districts. Various Slate agencies that uliimately use assessments, in
conjunction with equalization rates, for a variety of fiscal measures and formulas {e.g. - School Aid, Municipal revenue sharing,
tax and debt limits).

Performance Measures:
100% The percentage of assessors in the State that meet cerification standards.
Customer satisfaction rating of ORPS regional products and services provided to the assessment community:
83%  Overall ORPS customer satisfaction rating
92%  Regional Customer Relalionship Manager (CRM)
74%  Pre-decisional collaboration {PDC) on market conditions and LOA
Percent LOAs accepied as equaiization rate:

2008  91% 2004  B1%
2007  87% 2003 76%
2008  86% 2002  63%
2005  B2% 2001 47%
Number of rate complaints:
2008 6 2004 28 1984 236
2007 1 2003 60 1993 279
2006 15 2002 87 1982 286

2005 23 2001 46 1981 355




Attachment C

New York Siate Office of Real Property Services
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET

Program:  Local Support - General support

Marndate:

Section 202 (e) RPTL states that the State Board shall have the general supervision of the function of assessing throughout the
state, and Section 202 {f) states in part that the State Board shall advise and assist assessors and cther officials whose duties
relate to assessments.

Mandated Funding Level:
None.

Brief Description/History/Background:

This program provides a variety of services to local governments to assist them in the local administration of the property tax.
The agency provides oversight, guidelines and approval of tax maps prepared by counties for use in real property tax
administration. It prepares and distributes a multi-volume manual for locat government assessors to use for guidance in their
assessment administration dutles. Counsel’s office issues Opinions of Counsel offering interpretations of real property tax
administration statutes for use by local government aftorneys and assessment adminisirators. Also in this program are
Geographic information Systems services including the School District Income Verification effort which ensures the accuracy of
income reporting for aid {o education purposes.

Issues:

There is a constant turnover of assessment community officials, annual legislative changes impacting the assessment function,
continuing changes in technology, moving market places that cause assessments to be adjusted, and increased pressure on
the real property tax as a funding source. All of these issues manifest themselves in the need for ORPS staff to provide
consulting services to local governments to keep the property tax functioning. ORPS has done a tremendous job in recent years
of providing these services in an environment of strained resources,

Population Served:

Taxpayers of the State, including individual citizens and businesses. Local governments that rely upon the real property tax,
including the counties, cilies, towns and school districts. Various State agencies that ullimalely use assessments, in
conjunction with equalization rates, for a variety of fiscal measures and formulas {e.g. - School Aid, Municipal revenue sharing,
tax and debt Hmits).

Performance Measures:




Attachment G

New York State Office of Real Property Services
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET

Program:  Local Suppor - STAR

Mandate:
Seclion 425 of the RPTL. mandales the STAR exemption program and section *308-b of the RPTL mandales the Middle Class STAR rabate program,

Mandated Funding Level:

None

Brief Description/History/Background:

The STAR exemption provides a parlial exemplion from schoal taxes for @ laxpayer's primary residence. The agency is respensible for establishing STAR
exemption amounis each yaar for every clity and fown, and providing advice, explanations and answers {o laxpayers and others regarding STAR. The agency
collects and audits school tax apporionment data and annually certifies more than $2.6 bitflion of STAR reimbursement requests frorm schooi districts. The
Middle Class STAR rebate program provides property tax rebate checks for taxpayers thal recelve a STAR exemption and have an income of less than
$250,000. The agency is responsible for providing the Depariment of Tax and Finance with information on every property owner that has a STAR exemplion.
Section 425 was enacted in 1988 and seclion 1306-b was enacted in 2006.

Issues:

The successful implementation of the Middte Class STAR rebate program relies on precise coordination of data and information between the focal assessing
unit, ORPS and the Departiment of Tax and Finance. A coordinaled slatewide system for tracking properties and property owners that are aligible for {he
STAR exemption and the rebale program would be beneficial.,

Population Served:
The 3.3 million taxpayers that receive a STAR exemption and the 3 milllon 1axpayers that receive Middie Class STAR rebate checks every
year. The local governments, tha Department of Tax and Finance and the Education Department.

Performance Measures:
Establishment of STAR exemption armounis al feast 20 days prior to tenlalive rofi date, The establishment of recerlified STAR exemption amounts a1 feast 20
days prior to school levy. The transmittal of data for taxpayers with STAR exemplions to the Deparmen! of Tax and Finance within 15 days of receip! from

the local assessor.
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New York State Office of Real Property Services
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET

Program:; Local Support - Training and Cerificalion of L.ocal Assessment Officials

Mandate:

Section 308-336, RPTL  Assessors and Assessor Training

Seclions 350-364, RPTL Assessors and Assessor Training In Cities with Papulation of 5 million or more
Section 523, RPTL Administrative Review of Assessments (Board of Assessment Review)

Section 1530, RFTL County Directors of Real Property Tax Services

Viandated Funding Levet:

Nong.

Brief Description/History/Background:

The Real Propery Tax Law was amended in 1970 to require the State Board lo estabiish minimum quallfication siandards, as well as lraining and cerlification
programs for appointed assessors, county directors of real property tax services and professional appraisat personnel. Statule was furlher amended In 1982
{0 include elected assessors and assessor candidates and in 1986 lo add acting assessors. A '19B5 amendment required that Board of Assessmen] Review
members altend raining a1 the beginning of their term. An additional change lo stalute in 2005 required a iraining and certification program for NYC
ASEESSOrs.

Office of Real Properly Services (ORPS) stafl currenily adminlster a training and cedificalion program for approximately 1500 assessors, county directors and
real properly appraisers. Staff reviews qualifications {or prospective appointed assessors and eounly directors o ensure they meet the minimum gualification
slandards. The Stale Board of Real Property Services adopted training and cerification rule amendments for assessors and county directors (excluding New
York Cily) efiective October 1, 2007. The most significant addition 1o the basic courses is an ethics componanl. Not only are new assessors and direclors
required 1o 1ake this componenl, bul ali assessors and county directors are also required o lake this component as a recertification reguirement upon
commencing a new term of office. The Ethics requirement must be mel within one year of taking coffice. The basic tralning must be completed over the
course of three years to oblain cerification as an assessor and within four years for a counly director of reai property fax services, Sole elected and
appoinied assessors and county directors are alse required o complete 24 hours of confinuing education on an annual basis. ORPS siaff also handies the
relmbursemant for these assessment officials for tition and travel and lodging expenses associaled wilh the educalional requirements. Failure to altain and
mainialn cerification is grounds for removal from offica.

Assessors In NYC, for the most part, ars in the final slages leading fo ceriification to mee! the Aprl 1, 2009 Imposed by statide. There is no continuing
education reguirement for NYC assessors,

Some of the fraining is developed and taught by ORPS slaff and some is avalfable from extemiat sources such as the 1AAD and the NYS Assessors
Association (NYSAA). Appraisal training approved by lhe Dapariment of State and offered by numerous educational organizations is also acceptable,

Newly appointed or reappointed Board of Assessment Review (BAR) members musl atiend required training sessions, which are offered annually by the
county directors of real properly tax services, ORPS staff updates the course content annually to incorporate any changes affecting BAR maliers, provides
course materials to county directors and maintsing BAR member training records, There are approximately 3300 BAR members.

Issues:

Although the number of elected assessors has decreased significantly in recent years, 14% of the assessing unils with {raining requirements have three-
member boards of elected assessors. This imposes a proporiionately grealer training burden — as walt as financial burden — on ORPS and New York State.
Elected assessors are also not subject o the minimum quallfication standards.

Population Served:
Local government officlals {assessors, county directors, local assessment stafl, appraisers). Taxpayers.

Performance Measures:

A revised training and cerification program was developad for assessors and county directors {excluding NYC) with an efleclive dale of Octeber 1, 2007. The
new Ethics requirement necesslialad the offering of 27 classes between Augus!t 2007 and September 2008 (16 were ORPS sponsored and 11 were offered
by the NYS Assessors Assoclation). Six ORPS sponsecred Ethics classas were also offered in NYC.  Less than 10% of the assessors and county directors
statewide have failed lo take an Ethics course as of Seplember 30, 2008.
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Program:  Annual Reassessment Aid

Mandate:
1573, RPTL

Mandated Funding Level:

Nene

Attachment C

New York Staie Office of Real Properly Services
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET

Brief Description/History/Background:
Annual Ald was first avaitable in 1999 and provides fer an ald payment of up o 55 per parcel annuaily In order (o receive Annual Ald, a municipalily must:
- Annuafly conduct a systematic analysis of all iocally assessed properties;
- Annuaily revise assessmaents where necessary 1o mainlain the assessment level at 100% of market value;
- implement a program 1o physically inspec! and re-appraise each properly 2! least once every & years; and
- Comply with applicable slatutes and rules.
Annual Aid participation has increased dramalically since s inception, with over 214 assessing units reassessing annually s of the 2007 sofl. The
gral of this ald pregram is to encourage municipalities 1o conduct reassessments, which resull In more equitable and understandable assgssments for the

taxpayers.

Since the inception of the program, $38,549,163 in Annual Ald has been pald.

Issues:
None.

Population Served:
l.ocal government officials, taxpayers

Performance Measures:

Assessmentl

Roll Aid § Paid
1999 $1,023,125
2000 §2,237,450
2001 $3,448,848
2002 $4,856,120
2003 $5,405,950
2004 $5,813,245
2005 $5,388,%30
2005 $5,660,003
2007 54,705,160

# of Assessing Units
Receiving Annual Ald

17

99
158
222
219
253
247
248
214
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New York State Office of Real Properly Services
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET

Program: Trignnial Ald

Mandate:
1573, Real Properiy Tax Law

Mandated Funding Level:

Nong

Brief Description/History/Background:

" Triennial Aid in its current format was first available to municipalities in 1899, This aid is available once every three years and provides for a payment of up lo
§5 per parcel. In order to receive Trlennial Ald, a municipality must assess all property at 100% of markel value, meel standards of qualily assessment
administration and conduct a complete physicat inspection and appraisal of all parcels on the assessment roil.

This aid program helps {o defray the local cosis of maintaining up-to-date and equitable assessmenl practices and is geared towards assessing unils wishing
lo reassess perodically, but not on an annual basis., Since the inception of the program, $8,913,580 in Triennial Aid has been paid,

Issues:
Chapler 655 of the Laws of 2004 imposed a sunsel of 2008 on this program; however, Chapler 212 of the Laws of 2006 extended this program through 2011,
1t Is likely thal a similar effonl will be rmade by inferested parties 1o extend this program beyond the 2011 date.

Population Served:
i.ocal government officials, taxpayers

Performance Measures:

Assessment # of Assessing Units
Rofl Aid & Paid Receiving Triennial Aid
1899 $ 553,535 75

2000 $1,685,764 79

2001 $1,379,466 BO

2002 $ B12,545 75

2003 $ 486,210 52

2004 $1,133,135 75

2008 § 798,185 55

2008 % B70,B70 62

2007 $1,182,860 81
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Program;  Consolidation Aid

Mandate:
1573, RPTL

Mandated Funding Level:

None

Brief Description/History/Background:

Consolidation Incenilve Aid was first available in 1994 and provides for a ong-lime payment of up 1o §7 & parcel for two or more assessing units that either
combine lo form a consolidated assessing unit or coordinate the assessing funclion by employing a single assessor (or coniracting with the county for all
assessment administration senvices) and assess ali propary at the same uniform percenlage of value. This program provides incentives for cilies and towns
to introdute cos! efficlencies, new technology, valualion expertise and a change from pari-lime lo full-lime assessors.

lssues:
None,

Population Served:
{.ocal government officials, taxpayers.

Performance Measures:

Over 17% of New York State's city and lown assessing units have parlicipated in this program.

Totai of $2,380,712 in Consolidation Incentive Ald paid lo 84 coordinated assessing units thal formerly comprised 146 separate assessing units between 1885
and 2007.

Currently, there are 62 CAPs comprised of 141 municipatities.
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New York State Office of Real Property Services
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Program:  County Aid

Mandate:
1573, RPTL

Mandated Funding Level:

None

Brief Description/History/Background:

This program was firsl available on the 2001 assessment foil and provides for up 1o & §1 per parcel {one-fime) payment. The aid is payable to counlies that
enter inlo agreements with assessing units lo provide exemplion services, appraisal services or assessment services, The program was amended in 2004 {o
expand the coverad services 1o include data colleclion, sales verificalion and other assessmeni-related services to assessing unils. A folal of $127,023 has
been paid under this program since s inceplion.

Issues:
The low fevel of payment and the fact that the aid is only available once has made paicipation in this program rather limited.

Population Served:
Local government officials, taxpayers.

Performance Measures:

Counlies Municipalities
Year Recelving Aid Serviced Aid $ Paid
2002 5 24 $56,809
2003 2 4 $ 6,788
2004 3 4 $15,430
2005 2 4 § 8,485
2005 3 3 §15,245
2007 4 10 $24,265
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Attachment C

New York State Office of Real Property Services
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET

Program: Centralized Property Tax Administration Program (CPTAP) Granis

Mandate:
None.

Mandated Funding Level:
None

Brief Description/History/Background:

The CPTAP grant program was established in the fall of 2007 to encourage county and municipal officials to study reform opporunities for their local propary
tax systems. The goal of the program is o achieve common treatment for alt parcels in a county, which will fransfate inlg & more undersiandable, equitable
and efficien! properly lax system. Two separale granls were mada available te aimost every county in the slate. One grani provided a county with the
opporiunity lo study improvements to the Jocal system of assessing properly. The study was required to include al least one mode! for achleving 100 percent
assessment and simitar siandards for all parceis in the county. The first 525,000 was made avaliable 1o fund the study; a second $25,0600 was payable when
the completed study had been submitled to the county iegislalure. The second grant was avallabie lo study the implementation of 2 countywide database for
tex collection and enforcement. At a minimum, the database would inciude 1he taxable status and lax and payment history of every real property parcel in
the county. The first $25,000 was available to fund the implementation sludy and the second $25,000 was {o help defray the cost of implementation for those
counties opting to develop a cornmon ax collection database. To dale, $2,400,000 has been pald under this program and there Is 1he potendiat of an
additional $2,400,0G0 to be paid in the coming months.

Issues:
None. Applications are ne longer being accepted under this granl program,

Population Served:
Local government officials, taxpayers.

Performance Measures: _
51 countles awarded assessing study grants
45 countles awarded lax collection granis
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Attachment C

New York State Office of Real Property Services
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET

Program:  STAR Administration Aid

Mandate: :
Aid for fpcal governments to administer the STAR exemplion program has been included in the state budge! each year since 1988,

Mandated Funding Level:
None

Brief Description/History/Background:

The BTAR exemption provides a panlial exermnption from school taxes for a laxpayer's primary residence. The STAR program was started in 1988 and each
year since 1993 the state has provided ald to local governments for administering the exemplion program. In 1888 the fotal ald was $12.0 miliion doliars.
Thal amound of aid declined sach year through 2005, and in 2005 was 4.5 million doliars. |n 2006 the STAR rebale program was started and the local aid was
increased o 5.0 million dotlars for 2006 and 2007. In 2008 the aid was 3.267 million dollars.

Issues:
The aid program was starled because of the addifional work assoclated with over 2.5 million properly owners applying for the STAR exemplion in the iniiiat
year. The work associated with the STAR exermption is now routine and i may no longer be appropriate to provide aid 1o Incalities for performing this function.

Population Served:
The program provides aid to every clty, town and county in the stale.

Performance Measures:
Ald is distributed within 80 days of the passage of the stale budget.
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Attachment C

New York State Office of Real Property Services
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET

Program: Railroad Infrastructure Aid

Mandate: RPTL Title 2-A Seclion 485 W

Mandated Funding Level: Yes
Appropriations are changed each year. As we go forward the appropriations will aeed to be Increased.

Brief Description/History/Background:

Legislation was originally proposed in 2000 to reduce the railroad real property (axes. The legislation was signed inlo Law in 2002 and dealt with the railroad
ceilings and state aid for the years 2003-2012. The legistalion reduced the railroad property taxes by approximalely 45% and the stale ald was lo cushion the
impact on local government. The reductions in railroad ceilings and the stale aid reimbursement Is defined in Section 489-W., This legislation was enacted for
the Railroad Companies to increase the invesiment in their infrastructure.

Issues: ’
State Aid was o be paid for the years 2003-2012 at certaln perceniages, This has bean done for the years 2003-2007. Future reductions could cause
hardships with Local Government since the slate aid provided is for the loss of revenue by Local Government as a resull of the reduction in raflroad taxes.

Population Served:
Locat Government (400 citiesfAownsivillages/ school districts)

Performance Measures:
Payments are made Oclober 1 of each year {o (he school districis{approx. 130) and counties {approx.42 } who distribute the state aid.
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Attachment C

New York State Office of Real Property Services
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET

Program: Training Reimbursement (Kew York City)

Mandate:
Sections 3580-364, RPTL Assessors and Assessor Training in Cities with Papulation of § ailficn or more

Mandated Funding Levei:
None,

Brief Description/History/Background:

The Reat Properly Tax Law was amended in 2005 o regquire & basic ireining and cerlification program for New York Clty assessors in the Depariment of
Finance. Effective Aprii 1, 2006 assessors serving wilhin NYC mus{ complete a basic course of lraining that inctudes the following components: assessment
administralalion, dala collection fundamentals, real property appraisal fundementals, income propesty valuation fundamentats, advanced income propetly
vatuaticn, ethics, masg appraisal fundamentals and compuler-assisted mass appraisal modeling. In 2007, a statulory change expanded the number of
assassors subject to training (o thosa in the Department of Law and the Tax Commission and exlended the deadline for certification. Office of Real Properdy
Services (ORPS) staff currenlly administer a training and cedification program for approximately 150 assessors in New York City, .

Issues:

In order to retain their pesitions, tenured civil servants wilh specialized responsibiiities are required 1o pursue a training program and obiain cerification by
April 2008, Most of the assessors have been empioyed in NYC in the assessor title for more than 5 years and many have 20 years or more of experience,
The certification and Iraining prograrm in place for upsiale assessors was intended to provide on-the-job training for appointed and elected sssessers whe may
have minimal experience and mulliple responsibilities - as such, the courses used to meel the required training components for upslate assessors are not
appropriate for assessers in NYC.

Population Served:
Local government officials, taxpayers

Performance Measures:
The majority of assessors in NYC's Depariment of Finance will be certified by April 2009. Training for assessors in the Depariment of Law and Tax
~Gommission-will-begin-this-fall
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Attachment C

New York State Office of Real Properly Services
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET

Program: Training Reimbursement {non NYC}

Mandate:

Seclion 308-336, RPTL. Assessors and Assessor Training

Seclion 523, RPTL Administrative Review of Assessments (Board of Assessment Review)
Seclion 1530, RPTL County Directors of Real Property Tax Services

Mandated Funding Level:
Noneg.

Brief Description/History/Background:

The Real Property Tax Law was amended in 1970 to require the State Board to establish minimuem qualification slandards, as well a5 training
and cerlification programs for appointed assessors, counly disectors of real property lax services and professional appraisal personngl, Statute
was further amended In 1982 lo intiude elecied assessors and assessor candidates and in 1986 to add acling assessors. A 1985 amendmen!
required thal Board of Assessmenl Review members attend training atl the beginning of thelr term. ’

Office of Real Properly Services (ORPS) staff currently adminisler a training and certification program for approximately 1500 assessors, county
directors and real properly appralsers, Siaff reviews qualifications for prospective appolnted assessors and counly direclors to ansure they
meet the minimum gualification standards. Once appointed or elected, an assessor must complete a basic course of training over the course of
three years lo oblain cerlificalion as an assessor, County diractors have similar requiremenis but are required 1o take two addilional courses.
They have four years 1o complete their besic cerlification program. Sole elected and appoinled assessors and county direclors are also
raquired to complete 24 hours of continuing education or an annual basis. Gourses are offered in several raining formats - classroom, self
study and web-based. ORPS slaff alsc handles the reimbursement for these assessment officials for ullion and travel and fodging expenses
associated with the educational requirements, Some of the training is developed and tavght by ORPS staff and seme is avallable from external
sources such as the 1AA0 ang the NYS Assessors Association {NYSAA). Appraisal training approved by the Deparimant of State and offered
by numerous educalional organizaiions is also acceplable. - In the fafl of 2007, State Board rules were amended {o require that all assessors
and county direcloss 1ake an Ethics class.

Newly appointed or reappoinied Board of Assessmenl Review {BAR) members must altend required training sesslons, which are offered
annuatly by the county directors of real property tax services. ORPS sialf updales the course conlent annually fo Incorporate any changes
affecting BAR malters, provides course materials 1o county directors and maintains BAR member training records. There are approximately
3900 BAR members.,

Issues:
Aithough the numbsr of elected assessors has decreased significantly in recent years, 14% of the assessing units with {raining requirements

"""""""" ~ higve threesmember boards of elecled assessors: This-imposes-a-proportionately greatertraining burden — as-well-as financial-burden w.gp-— -

ORPS and New York Slale. Elecled assessors are also nol subjec! to the minimurn quaiification standards.

Population Served:
Local government officials {assessors, county direclors, local assessment stafl, appraisers). Taxpayers.

Performance Measures:;
In 2007, ORPS sponsored 27 different courses (160 class offerings). 982 individuals parlicipated in this fraining in 2 classroom setfing, 86
opled for self-sludy and 226 look web-based courses,
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Attachment ©

New York State Office of Reai Property Services
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET

Program:  Enhanced CAP Aid

Mandate:
Chapter 216 of the Laws of 2005

Mandated Funding Level:

None

Brief Description/History/Background: _

Chapter 216 of the Laws of 2005 provided an additionat payment of 55 per parcel io members of new coordinated assessment programs (CAP) or new
members of existing coordinaled assessment programs in 2008, 2007 or 2008, This aid supplemented the Conselidation Incentive Aid avallable to members
of new CAPS or new members of existing CAPS. The inlent of this aid program was to improve the efficiency of the assessment program by reducing the
number of assessing jurisdictions in New York Stale. Payments iolaling $817,020 were made under this program. The last payment was made in Juna 2007.
This aid program resulied in a significant increase in the number of coordinated assessment programs.

Issues:
hNone.

.

Population Served:
Local government officials, taxpayers,

Performance Measures:

Assessment Assessing Units
Redl Ald % Paid Receiving Ald
2008 $ 65,325 7

2007 $522,740 30

2008 $228,855 21
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Attachment C

New York State Office of Real Properly Services
PROGRAM INFORMATION SHEET

Program: Real Property Tax Administration Technology Improvement Program {RPTATIP} Grants

Mandate:;

None

Mandated Funding Level:

None

Brief Description/History/Background:
The RPTATIP gran! program was available for the 2005/06 and 2006/07 {'scal years pnly, The program was eslablished o provide users of parcel leve! dala
with more efficient and effectiva access to information they need through sharing of parcel level data, advancements In the use of technology and integrated

real properly systems. Three categories of grant projecls were eligible for funding in 2006/07:
- Projects to provide taxpayers with intemet access o assessmenls, comparable sales, parcel characleristics and other related

information
- Muiti-purpese online parcel-related applications that promote the inlegration and use of parcel dala among mulliple levels of

government
- Implementation: projects for innovalive real properly lax administration improvemant.

Issues:
Nong, The program is no longer availabla.

Population Served:
Local government officials, taxpayers.

Performance Measures:
Inf the first year of the program, $2.5 million in grants were awarded to 42 applicants. In the second year, 58 applicants were awarded grants lotaling 3.5

million, To dale, a litlte over $5.6 milllon has been paid 1o counties, cities and fowns under this grant program.
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